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arrived at by the intervention of third parties; it is
at least completed in the presence of persons whom
the husband invites in order to assure himself against
a future claim of the dower? so that Qhola divorces
need not be rejected even though not registered. But
it is absolutely necessary to make a talaak divorce
depend on the adjudication of a Court of Justice as
it did in Moliammadan societies of olden times, or to
have it registered.

It is the facility of divorce which makes the marriage
tie so loose among the lower Mohammadans of Bengal'*
For the practice of divorce also obtains among the
lower Hindus of Bengal'and Behaar, and the result is that
cases of seduction are also not infrequent among them.
It is necessary, therefore, to place divorces under some
check, or at least to compel their registration, so that
no doubt might arise in regard to the reality of at alaak.

The talaak form of divorce is the easiest thing under
the Mohammadan Law, and the courts that have to
deal with questions of marriage have the greatest diffi-
culty in arriving at a correct conclusion in regard to
talaak. For the law of the Sunneh does not require
even the presence of a single witness.

Cases of seduction are no doubt partly due to the
prevalence of polygamy. This practice the Govern-
ment has no means of checking ; but I am certain
the great majority of our community are most decid-
edly in favour of compelling the registration of divorces,
and the Government must now come forward and